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The Nottawasaga River



Nottawasaga

ÅThe name is derived from Huron Indian 
words meaning ñoutlet of the river of the 
Iroquoisò (whose war parties used the 
Nottawasaga River to attack the Hurons). 



The Nottyédid you know?
ÅNotty Basin - 3361 sq km

Å3 counties and 18 municipalities

Åmain branch is over 120 km in length

Åmany species of fish, including pike, bass walleye, 
sturgeon, brown trout, brook trout, rainbow, crappie, 
sucker

ÅWasaga Beach historically important ïWar of 1812. HMS 
Nancy sunk defending great lakes

ÅNotty was key lumber river in 1800ôs and proposed rail 
line to Toronto from Wasaga Beach

Å1st Cdn overseas flight from Wasaga Beach on Aug 8th, 
1934 (Trail of the Caribou) landed in Heston England-
31hrs later



ÅNotty basin formed by Pleistocene era glaciers 
20, 000 years ago
ÅGravel and glacial sand (dunes) from Wisconsin 

glaciation
Å3 Geological Features - Niagara Escarpment

- Rolling Moraines
- Broad Simcoe flatlands

and Minesing Wetlands
ÅShale and limestone bedrock 300M + years old
ÅMajor water contribution from cool springs & 

ground water
Å1900 farms comprising 150,000 hectares
ÅWatershed population ~ 200,000 (Barrie 

120,000)



The Nottyôs Characteristics
ÅSubstrate Type: Various- Sand, gravel, rock, mud
ÅMajor Tributaries: Willow Creek, Mad River, Pine River, 

Boyne River, Innisfil Creek.
ÅNatural Lakes:, Jackôs Lake, Marl Lake, Little Lake
ÅLarge Man-made Reservoirs: New Lowell Reservoir, 

Utopia Reservoir, Nicolston Head-pond, Earl Rowe 
Reservoir, Tottenham Reservoir.
ÅBarriers (Dam / Waterfall): Main Flow: Nicholston Dam, 

Tribs - Boyne Earl Rowe Dam and Fishway, man-made 
small dams-dozens, beaver dams, log jams and natural 
obstructions.
ÅElevation Drop: Niagara Escarpment to mouth 

(Nottawasaga Bay) 320 (masl)


